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Thanks   Be  Unto   You 


Many  Missionaries  have  come  to  South- 
ern Africa  in  the  past  one  hundred  years, 
and  just  as  many  have  returned  to  their 
homes.  To  you  who  are  of  South  Africa, 
different  Missionaries  have  and  hold  varied 
places  in  your  lives  and  in  your  hearts. 
Some  of  them  brought  to  you  the  gospel  of 
our  Saviour  and  some  you  could  tell  your 
troubles  to  and  they  could  sympathize  and 
understand.  Others  could  cheer  you  up 
when  you  were  feeling  blue,  and  others  .  .  , 
well  they  were  just  plain  missionaries. 
They  are  the  representatives  of  the  true 
church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints. 
All  of  them  give  up  something  for  your 
benefit.  But  they  are  all  working  for  the 
same  employer  and  that  is  our  Heavenly 
Father. 

All  of  them,  no  matter  when  they  came 
to  this  land,  have  something  to  be  thankful 
to  you  and  to  your  country  for.  To  some  it 
may  be  only  the  pleasant  summer  climate, 
to  others  the  beautiful  and  vast  country, 
but  to  all,  they  are  thankful  for  the  won- 
derful people  that  live  on  this  young 
potential  continent. 

Some  of  the  Missionaries  may  seem  un- 
grateful for  the  kindnesses  that  you  extend 
to  them,  but  when  they  return  to  their  own 
home  land  and  friends,  South  Africa  is 
foremost  in  their  minds  and  close  to  their 
hearts. 

Some  of  them  are  young  (which  is  no  ex- 
cuse) and  forget  that  others  have  sacrificed 
for  this  Gospel  as  well  as  themselves.  They 
are  slow  to  remember    the    changes,  that 


By 
Elder  Gordon  Cooper 

must  come  into  a  persons  life  before  he  or 
she  can  embrace  the  teachings  of  the 
Prophet  Joseph  Smith,  and  learn  of  the  re- 
stored Gospel. 

There  are  changes  both  spiritual,  social, 
and  even  physical.  There  is  a  new  set  of 
Commandments  to  live  and  yet  they  are 
not  new  but  as  old  as  the  Gospel  itself. 
These  are  conducive  to  good  health,  more 
spirituality,  and  a  greater  love  for  our 
fellow  men  and  our  God. 

In  the  early  days  of  the  church,  the  mis- 
sionaries were  sent  out  into  the  world,  and 
a  few  arrived  here  without  purse  or  script, 
and  hence  they  were  entirely  dependant 
upon  the  people  of  the  country  for  their  ex- 
istence. Undoubtedly  some  of  you  here  in 
Africa  can  remember  some  of  these  young 
men  calling  at  your  door,  asking  you  for 
food  or  lodging  and  most  probably  both. 
Maybe  you  invited  them  in  or  maybe  you 
declined  their  needs.  At  any  rate  he  im- 
pressed you.  Probably  you  do  not  remem- 
ber what  it  was  that  first  caught  and  held 
your  interest,  but  you  found  yourself  be- 
coming more  and  more  interested  in  the 
teachings  of  these  young  men  and  their 
added  books  of  scripture.  At  length  you 
accepted  their  Prophets  teachings  and 
entered  the  waters  of  Baptism.  It  was  then 
that  you  realized  for  the  first  time  that  this 
new  church  that  you  had  attached  yourself 
to  was  a  demanding  one  and  like  the 
human  body  its  needs  had  to  be  fulfilled 
by  you  yourselves.  It  demanded  much  of 
your  time  and  resources,  both  physically 
and  spiritually  and  also  financially.  It  also 
demanded  that  you  look  after  those  who 
are  poor  and  unable  to  help  themselves.  It 
also  is  an  unwritten  law  that  you  should 
help  the  missionaries  all  that  you  can. 

Many  of  you  have  opened  your  homes  to 
these  young  men  from  across  the  waters 
and  some  who  are  not  from  overseas.  You 
have  given  them  all  the  love,  tenderness 
and  kindness  that  you  could  give  to  your 

(Continued  on  page  42) 


March,  1953. 


CUMORAH'S  SOUTHERN   MESSENGER 


35 


Vol.  28 


No.  3 


Cumorah's 
Southern  Messenger 


MARCH    1953 


Editor:  Leroy  H.  Duncan 

Assoc.  Editor:  Jack  E.  Dahl 


CONTENTS 


Thanks  be  Unto  You 


34 


The    Church    Around    the 

World       35 

Ye   Are   My   Stewards    . .    ■  •  36 

President    Duncan    Tours 

Mission      38 

Mutual    Themes       39 

Departures 41 

Released ^ 

Statistics 43 

District  Highlights 44 


Subscription  rates:  5/-  per  year. 
Overseas:  $1. 

In   case  of  change  of  address 
notify  mission  office  immediately. 


The  "C.S.M."  is  published 
monthly  in  South  Africa  by  the 
Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of 
Latter-day  Saints. 

Phone  6-3334. 

"Cumorah,"     Main     and     Grove 
Roads,  Mowbray,  C.P. 
Union  of  South  Africa. 


BERNE  TKMPLE  SITE  PUR- 
CHASED.—Of  special  interest  to 
Latter-day  Saints  everywhere, 
but  more  particularly  to  those  in 
European  countries,  was  the  an- 
nouncement last  week  of  the 
final  purchase  of  the  temple  site 
in  Berne,   Switzerland. 

This  announcement  was  made 
by  the  First  Presidency. 

Deeds  for  the  temple  property 
and  pictures  of  the  site  pur- 
chased were  brought  to  Salt  Lake 
City  by  Pres.  Samuel  H.  Bring- 
hurst,  retiring  president  of  the 
Swiss-Austrian  Mission. 

President  McKay  released  the 
pictures  for  publication.  He  ex- 
pressed satisfaction  that  the  final 
purchase  of  the  site  had  been 
consummated  and  indicated  that 
efforts  will  be  directed  to  a 
speedy  erection  of  the  long- 
awaited  edifice. 

The  Church  leader  has  kept  in 
constant  touch  with  Swiss-Aus- 
trian mission  officials  relative  to 
the  site  and  other  details  of  the 
temple  planning  since  his  return 
from  Europe  last  July.  President 
McKay  arranged  for  the  pur- 
chase of  the  temple  site  in  Berne 
during  a  special  visit  to  that  city 
with  President  Bringhurst  shortly 
after  arriving  in  Europe  last 
June. 

Selection  of  a  site  for  the 
building  of  the  first  temple  of 
the  Church  in  Europe  was  one 
of  the  prime  purposes  of  Presi- 
dent McKay's  trip  last  summer. 
President  McKay  made  first 
public  announcement  of  the 
Berne  Temple  in  Glasgow,  Scot- 
land, a  few  hours  before  he 
boarded  a  Scandinavian  Airlines 
plane  to  return  to  the  United 
States. 

President  McKay  told  the 
United  Press  on  that  occasion 
that  40.000  of  the  world  member- 
ship of  1,370.000  in  the  Church 
of    Jesus    Christ    of    Latter-day 


Saints  resided  in  Europe.  Of 
this  number,  he  explained,  half 
live  in  Switzerland  and  Ger- 
many. They  will  have  easy 
access  to  the  new  temple. 

In  an  interview  upon  his  re- 
turn to  Salt  Lake  City  in  late 
July,  President  McKay  indicated 
that  the  Berne  temple  was  the 
first  of  several  temples  which 
may  be  built  in  Europe.  He  said 
at  that  time  the  erection  of 
temples  in  European  countries 
was  another  step  contributing  to 
the  stability  and  future  growth 
of  the  Church  in  these  lands. 

The  temple  site  in  Berne  con- 
sists of  about  seven  acre  of 
choice  land.  It  is  located  north 
of  the  city  of  Berne  in  Canton 
Berne.  It  is  a  high  point  over- 
looking the  city  and  is  already 
served  by  adequate  sewer,  water 
and  power  lines.  The  site  is  so 
situated  that  it  is  in  easy  access 
of  traffic.  Just  a  few  blocks  to 
the  east  of  the  site  is  the  main 
state  highway,  going  south  to 
Berne  and  north  to  Zurick  and 
Basel.  The  main  trunk  rail  lines 
run  parallel  to  the  highway  with 
a  railroad  station  near  the 
temple  site. 

A  hard  surfaced  highway  runs 
east  and  west  immediately  south 
of  the  temple  property. 

In  the  background  of  the 
temple  proDerty  are  attractive 
forests  with  beautiful  Lake 
Munchenbuchsee  beyond  the 
forests.  As  one  stands  on  the 
temple  pronerty  looking  south 
over  the  city  of  Berne,  he  sees 
the  majestic  Alps  in  the  back- 
ground. 

Berne  is  a  picturesque  citv 
centrallv  located  in  Switzerland. 
It  is  situated  on  a  peninsula. 
1.800  feet  above  sea  level.  It  is 
surrounded,  save  on  the  west,  bv 
the  River  Aar.  Five  lofty  bridges 
span  the  river  leading  to  the  ex- 
tensive residential  quarters. 

(Continued  on  page  38) 
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Elder  Donald  M.  Cole 

Ancient  Psalmist  declared:  "The  Earth  is 
the  Lords  and  the  fullness  Thereof;  the 
World,  and  they  that  Dwell  Therein." 
(Psalms  24:  1).  This  statement  has  been 
accepted  always  by  the  members  of  the 
Kingdom  of  God,  from  the  beginning  down 
through  the  dispensations  of  time,  to  the 
very  present  as  the  word  of  the  Lord. 

Brigham  Young  once  said:  We  are  not 
our  own,  we  are  bought  with  a  price,  we 
are  the  Lord's;  our  time,  our  talents,  our 
gold  and  silver,  our  wheat  and  fine  flour, 
our  wine  and  our  oil,  our  cattle,  and  all 
that  is  on  this  earth  that  we  have  in  our 
possession,  is  the  Lords. 

In  modern  Revelation  the  Lord  declared 
.  .  .  All  these  things  are  mine,  and  ye  are 
my  stewards  .  .  .  (D.  &  C  104:86)  .  .  .  But 
verily  I  say  unto  you,  I  have  appointed 
unto  you  to  be  stewards  over  mine  house, 
even  stewards  indeed.    (D.  &  C  104:54.) 

Since  the  earth  is  the  Lord's  and  the  in- 
habitants of  the  earth  are  the  offspring  of 
God,  in  a  way  all  of  the  people  while  liv- 
ing in  mortality,  are  stewards  in  his  vine- 
yard. These  facts  hold  true  to  all  people, 
but  should  have  a  far  greater  significance 
for  the  members  of  the  Church  of  Jesus 
Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints.  As  members 
of  the  Kingdom  of  God,  we  must  always 
remember  that  even  the  air  we  breathe, 
the  health  and  strength  which  we  enjoy, 
the  food  we  eat,  our  spirituality,  even  the 
testimonies  of  the  truthfulness  of  the 
gospel  which  we  possess,  the  faith  in  our 
hearts  and  the  many  other  blessings  which 
we  enjoy,  all  come  to  us  from  Him. 

If  we  are  the  kind  of  people  who  like  to 
face  the  facts  squarely,  we  must  concede 
that  we,  the  sons  and  daughters  of  God  are 
mere  debtors  to  Him.  No  prophet  has  ex- 
pressed this  doctrine  more  aptly  than  did 
King  Benjamin  who  said:  "I  say  unto  you 
that  if  ye    should    serve    Him    who    has 


created  you  from  the  beginning,  and  is  pre- 
serving you  from  day  to  day,  by  lending 
you  breath,  that  ye  may  live  and  move  and 
do  according  to  your  own  will,  and  even 
supporting  you  from  one  moment  to 
another— I  say,  if  ye  should  serve  Him 
with  all  your  whole  souls  yet  ye  would  be 
unprofitable  servants."  (Moroni  7:12). 

Since  we  are  merely  tenants  living  in 
this  world  of  the  Lord's  for  a  short  space  of 
time,  it  is  only  just  and  right  that  we 
should  pay  our  rent  for  the  many  blessings 
and  privileges  which  we  enjoy  while  doing 
so.  President  Stephen  L  Richards  once 
said:  "God  never  gives  a  quit-claim  deed. 
He  only  grants  a  lease  and  hold  estate,  and 
he  who  receives  the  lease  must  ever  return 
the  rental."  It  is  only  right  then  that  the 
members  of  God's  Kingdom  pay  a  fair 
price  for  all  that  they  receive  in  this  life 
and  for  the  blessings  which  will  be  theirs 
throughout  the  eternities. 

We  should  be  working  with  God  in  help- 
ing him  to  build  up  His  Kingdom  on  this 
earth  and  also  to  help  make  that  kingdom 
everlasting.  So  we  could  say  in  a  way, 
that  we  are  in  business  or  in  partnership 
with  God.  Everyone  who  wishes  to  suc- 
ceed in  business  desires  a  partner  or  asso- 
ciate who  is  honest,  trustworthy,  depend- 
able; one  who,  when  he  makes  a  promise, 
can  be  depended  upon  to  fulfill  that 
promise.  Business  is  built  on  promises  and 
contracts.  If  those  contracts  are  not  kept, 
poor  business  and  even  complete  failure 
will  be  the  ultimate  result.  So  we  should 
be  sure  that  our  partnership  with  God  is 
shared  in  an  equitable  way.  If  Latter-day 
Saints  hope  to  share  the  great  blessings  of 
living  with  God  throughout  the  Eternities 
and  to  experience  the  great  joy  of  being 
near  Him,  we  should  deem  it  positively 
necessary  to  share  with  him  at  the  present 
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time  the  economic  burden  of  building  His 
kingdom.  Nothing  of  importance  comes 
to  any  of  us  unless  we  pay  the  price.  The 
Lord  requires  each  of  us  to  render  an  hon- 
ourable, just  and  honest  account  of  our 
stewardship,  and  the  requirement  placed 
upon  the  members  of  the  church  is  to  pay 
one-tenth  of  their  increase  as  a  holy  tithe. 

There  is  no  duty  enjoined  in  the  scrip- 
tures upon  man  which  carries  with  it  such 
a  wonderful  blessing  as  does  the  command 
to  pay  our  Heavenly  Partner  His  share  of 
our  increase.  The  Lord  told  Malachi,  the 
ancient  prophet,  "Bring  ye  all  the  tithes 
into  the  storehouse,  that  there  may  be 
meat  in  mine  house,  and  prove  me  now 
herewith,  said  the  Lord  of  Hosts,  if  I  will 
not  open  you  the  windows  of  heaven,  and 
pour  you  out  a  blessing,  that  there  shall 
not  be  room  enough  to  receive  it." 

Thousands  of  Christians  have  put  God  to 
the  test  in  this  matter  of  tithes  and  offer- 
ings, and  they  will  testify  of  a  surety  that 
God  has  kept  His  part  of  the  contract.  We 
should  not  .however,  pay  our  tithes  and 
offerings  merely  because  of  the  reward 
which  we  hope  to  gain  by  doing  so.  Jesus 
told  us  "Whosoever  will  lose  his  life  for  my 
sake  shall  find  it.  For  what  is  a  man 
profited,  if  he  shall  gain  the  whole  world, 
and  lose  his  own  soul?  Or  what  shall  a 
man  give  in  exchange  for  his  soul."  We 
should  give  our  substance  freely,  with  a 
happy  heart,  thanking  God  for  the  privi- 
lege given  to  us  in  helping  Him  to  Build 
His  Kingdom. 

As  Latter-day  Saints  we  believe  that  we 
existed  as  the  literal  sons  ad  daughters  of 
God  in  the  spiritual  world.  We  believe 
that  we  lived  with  Him  and  partook  of  His 
great  store  of  knowledge.  We  progressed 
as  far  as  was  possible  in  that  condition, 
and  then  the  great  opportunity  was  given 
us  of  being  clothed  with  bodies  of  flesh  and 
bone  and  of  becoming  agents  unto  our- 
selves, in  this  mortal  world.  We  were 
placed  here  to  see  if  we  would  keep  all  the 
commandments  that  the  Lord  would  give 
us.  To  see  if  we  would  .  .  .  "Live  by  every 
word  that  proceedeth  forth  from  the  mouth 
of  God."  To  make  the  test  more  accurate, 
the  rememberance  of  that  former  existence 
was  taken  away  from  us.  I  am  sure  that 
as  we  stood  on  the  threshold  of  this  new 
life,  none  of.  us  had  any  misgivings  as  to 
the  eventual  outcome  of  our  life  in  the 
mortal  world.     I  am  sure  that   we    were 


anxious  to  show  our  Father  how  well  we 
would  serve  Him.  How  well  we  could  pass 
the  test. 

Let  each  of  us  now  look  back  upon  that 
part  of  our  mortal  existence  which  we  have 
lived  and  see  how  well  we  are  passing  that 
test.  An  accurate  test  of  one's  faith  in  God 
and  in  the  Church  can  be  obtained  by  the 
extent  that  one  gives  of  his  time  and  means 
to  the  great  cause.  Since  it  is  human 
nature  to  love  money,  the  law  of  tithing 
which  requires  one-tenth  of  all  church 
member's  increases,  constitutes  a  definite 
test  of  faith.  Heber  J.  Grant  once  said, 
"The  honest  payment  of  tithes  is  a  reliable 
guide  to  a  man's  faith  and  spiritual  con- 
dition." By  the  tithing  test,  God  can  quite 
easily  ascertain  the  attitude  of  each  mem- 
ber of  His  kingdom.  By  the  principle  of 
tithing  it  shall  be  known  who  is  for  the 
kingdom  of  God  and  who  is  against  it.  By 
this  principle  it  shall  be  seen  whose  hearts 
are  set  on  doing  the  will  of  God  and  keep- 
ing His  commandments.  God  is  using  the 
tithing  test  on  His  church  members  day  by 
day  as  a  definite  measuring  rod  to  deter- 
mine who  the  true  disciples  of  Christ  are 
and  which  members  of  the  church  will 
eventually  have  to  be  cast  out. 

A  story  is  told  of  a  group  of  sailors  who 
were  huddled  on  the  bow  of  their  ship  as  it 
was  going  down.  There  was  no  chance  of 
escape  and  they  knew  that  they  were  fac- 
ing death.  One  of  them  turned  to  the  rest 
and  said  "We  had  better  do  something  re- 
ligious," so  one  of  the  group  took  off  his  hat 
and  began  to  pass  it  around  for  donations. 
Many  members  of  the  church  feels  that 
they  are  asked  for  too  many  donations  and 
that  the  church  ought  to  be  able  to  get 
along  on  less  money.  We  have  been  told 
that  if  ever  we  expect  to  live  with  God  in 
His  kingdom  we  must  become  more  like 
He  is-  That  we  must  purge  ourselves  of 
sin,  that  we  must  love  our  fellow  men  as 
ourselves.  What  better  way  is  there  of 
driving  selfishness,  greed  and  covetousness 
from  our  hearts  and  replacing  those  evils 
with  charity  (which  is  the  pure  love  of 
Christ)  than  by  giving.  I  hope  that  none 
of  us  ever  feel  that  God  is  personally  de- 
pedent  upon  our  tithes,  fast  offerings  and 
other  contributions.  I  am  sure  that  if  He 
wished  to  do  so,  He  could  reveal  to  the 
President  of  the  Church  the  hiding  place 
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PRESIDENT  DUNCAN 
TOURS  MISSION 

President  Leroy  H.  Duncan  left  Cape 
Town  on  the  6th  of  February,  1953,  for  a 
tour  of  the  Rhodesias.  After  a  quick  stop 
at  Johannesburg,  he  continued  on  his  way, 
arriving  at  Bulawayo.  Here  he  held  his 
first  Rhodesian  District  Conference,  which 
was  held  on  the  8th  of  February.  The  Con- 
ference was  well  attended  and  he  had  a 
good  opportunity  to  get  acquainted  with 
many  of  the  Saints  in  Bulawayo.  He 
visited  the  members  of  the  church  at  Salis- 


bury and  on  the  15th  of  February  con- 
ducted the  2nd  District  Conference  of  his 
tour.  From  Salisbury  he  went  to 
Luanshya,  Northern  Rhodesia,  where  Dis- 
trict Conference  was  held  on  the  22nd.  This 
conference  was  also  well  attended.  Gwelo, 
Southern  Rhodesia,  and  Ndola,  Northern 
Rhodesia,  were  also  visited  by  the  Mission 
President,  and  he  had  a  chance  to  visit  the 
missionaries,  members,  and  investigators 
in  these  cities. 

President  Duncan  returned  to  Cape 
Town  after  his  very  pleasant  tour,  with  a 
better  knowledge  concerning  the  people 
and  branches  in  Rhodesia,  and  well  satis- 
fied with  his  first  visit  to  the  Rhodesias. 


YE  ARE  MY  STEWARDS— Cont. 

of  much  gold  and  silver,  sufficient  to  take 
care  of  all  the  needs  of  the  church  and  its 
members.  He  could  say  that  from  now  on 
He  would  provide  the  money  to  take  care 
of  the  entire  church  programme.  That  He 
would  no  longer  require  any  more  sacri- 
fices, contributions  or  donations  at  the 
hands  of  the  Saints,  and  that  from  now  on 
they  could  use  all  of  the  money  that  they 
had  to  satisfy  and  gratify  their  own  per- 
sonal needs. 

He  could  do  all  this,  but  he  never  will. 
To  do  so  would  be  to  rob  the  Latter-day 
Saints  of  their  opportunities  of  developing 
into  men  and  women  possessing  the  Godly 


attribute  of  love  or  charity,  which  is  essen- 
tial for  their  entrance  into  the  presence  of 
their  Maker.  Under  those  conditions  the 
Saints  would  have  lived  their  earthly  lives 
in  vain,  and  when  they  arrived  at  the  judg- 
ment seat  they  would  find  that  their  souls 
were  not  saved. 

There  are  many  reasons  why  Latter-day 
Saints  should  pay  their  tithes,  a  few '  of 
which  we  have  discussed  here.  If  we 
extract  the  essence  from  each  of  the 
reasons,  one  fact  would  become  outstand- 
ing, Latter-day  Saints  should  pay  their 
tithes  because  the  Lord  has  asked  them  to 
do  so.  Thus  the  real  test  of  faith  is 
obedience,  obedience  to  all  of  God's  com- 
mandments. 


(Continued  from  page  35) 

Latest  census  figures  give  the 
city  a  population  of  more  than 
135.000.  Of  these  approximately 
110,000  are  Geman-speaking  in- 
habitants. 

YOUTHFUL  KOREAN  CON- 
VERTS THRILL  LDS  BOYS  AT 
PUSON.— Writing  from  Korea  to 
his  parents,  Elder  and  Mrs.  John 
J.  King,  Pfc.  Marlon  King,  a 
cook  in  the  army,  tells  of  the 
thrill  he  received  in  attending 
Church  conference  in  Puson. 

"I  am  truly  thankful  I  could 
get  a  pass  and  come  to  this  con- 
ference. It  was  a  thrill  I  shall 
never  forget.  The  meeting  was 
conducted  by  Elder  Pete  Hansen, 
a  member  of  the  presidency  of 
the  Japanese  Mission,  truly  a 
most  inspirational  man. 

"He  bore  a  most  powerful  testi- 
mony and  then  talked  briefly  to 
the  Koreans        As  he  spoke  to 


these  people,  there  was  scarcely 
a  dry  eye  in  the  house.  Silly  to 
admit  it,  but  almost  everybody 
in  the  hall  was  crying.  We  held 
two  sessions  with  the  same  won- 
derful spirit  prevailing  through- 
out. 

"There  were  about  50  of  us 
there,  not  including  the  Koreans, 
five  of  whom  were  baptized  and 
confirmed,  four  boys  and  a  girl. 
I  only  wish  you  could  have  heard 
their  testimonies!  Although  they 
are  only  about  13  or  14  years  old, 
they  spoke  English  surprisingly 
well. 

"It  is  amazing  to  see  how  much 
of  the  Gospel  they  had  learned. 
The  girl  told  how  she  used  to  go 
to  bed  crying  her  heart  away  and 
wishing;  she  could  die.  Then  she 
learned  about  the  Gospel  and 
the  Church.  And  there  she 
stood  in  that  Conference,  with 
tears  of  joy  streaming  down  her 
cheeks.     That  was  a  moment  I 


shall  never  forget,  nor  will  any 
other  of  the  Mormon  boys  gath- 
6 red  there" 

FORMER  PASTOR  LAUDS 
MORMON  MISSIONARIES.  — 
As  a  word  of  encouragement  to 
the  parents  who  sacrifice  to  send 
their  sons  and  daghters  on  mis- 
sion for  the  Church  a  former 
mayor  and  a  Methodist  Minister 
for  40  years  wrote  from  England 
to  the  "Church  News"  this  week 
complimenting   the    missionaries. 

Through  the  years  Reverend 
Albert  A.  Beach  has  met  many 
missionaries.  He  writes:  "Let  me 
say  now,  that  they  were  out- 
standing in  their  conduct,  char- 
acter, their  Mormon  principles, 
and  loyalty  to  their  Church. 

"There  will  always  be  a  wel- 
come at  our  home  for  the  Mor- 
mon missionaries,  and  it  is  with 
regret  that  the  shortage  made  it 
impossible  to  have  them  full 
time  here." 
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MUTUAL    THEMES 

By  Sister  Lavinia  Bosse 


Joshua  stood  before  his  people  in  his  old 
age  of  110  years  and  counselled  them  and 
reminded  them  of  the  blessings  and 
promises  that  were  theirs  if  they  would 
only  fear  the  Lord  and  serve  him  in  sin- 
cerity and  in  truth.  He  told  them  how  God 
had  helped  their  father  Abraham,  how  the 
hand  of  the  Lord  had  led  the  children  of 
Israel  out  of  Egypt,  and  how  they  had  been 
given  lands  and  cities,  not  of  their  taking 
or  of  their  building.  Therefore  said  he, 
"Fear  the  Lord  and  serve  Him  and  put 
away  those  gods  which  your  fathers  wor- 
shipped in  Egypt,  and  if  it  seem  evil  to 
you  to  serve  the  Lord,  then  choose  you  this 
day  whom  ye  will  serve,  but  as  for  me 
and  my  house,  we  will  serve  the  Lord." 

Then  said  Joshua,  "remember,  it  is  you 
who  made  the  covenant  ,you  are  witnesses 
of  yourself,  that  you  have  chosen  the  Lord, 
to  serve  him,  if  you  forsake  the  Lord  and 
serve  strange  gods  then  he  will  turn  and 
do  you  hurt.  And  the  people  said  unto 
Joshua,  Nay,  but  we  will  serve  the  Lord. 

That  generation  kept  their  covenant. 
There  are  none  in  the  record  of  all  Israel 
who  served  the  Lord  so  faithfully  as  did 
those  who  covenanted  with  the  old  Prophet 
Joshua,  on  that  day. 

Every  Mutual  meeting  that  we  have  at- 
tended, we  repeated  those  same  words 
which  Joshua  used  when  he  counselled  his 
people  and  which  we  had  for  our  Mutual 
Theme  last  year.  Choose  you  this  day  whom 
ye  will  serve,  but  as  for  me  and  my  house, 
we  will  serve  the  Lord.  We  have  made  a 
covenant  also  my  brothers  and  sisters.  Are 
we  keeping  that  covenant?  Are  we  serving 
the  Lord?  We  cannot  be  neutral  in  this 
Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ,  we  cannot  serve  the 
Lord  half  the  time  or  when  we  feel  like  it 
and  at  the  same  time  serve  the  worldly 
gods-  The  Lord  has  said,  "No  man  can 
serve  two  masters,  for  either  he  will  hate 
the  one  and  love  the  other,  or  he  will 
despise  the  one  and  hold  to  the  other,  Ye 
cannot  serve  God  and  Mammon.  We  are 
not  being  of  service  to  the  Lord  just  by 
attending  church  on  Sunday  evenings,  we 


must  have  the  right  spirit  when  we  attend 
His  meetings,  and  remember  that  ours  is 
not  just  a  Sunday  religion  but  a  week-day 
as  well  as  Sunday  Religion.  It  doesn't 
mean  to  say  that  because  we  are  members 
of  this  church  that  we  are  being  sincere 
and  faithful  in  our  duties-  It  is  not  only 
membership  that  Our  Father  in  Heaven 
wants,  it  is  service  and  faithfulness  to  our 
duties  as  Latter-day  Saints.  Speaking  of 
the  churches  of  the  world,  the  Lord  said  to 
Joseph  Smith,  "They  draw  near  to  me  with 
their  lips  but  their  hearts  are  far  from  me." 
When  we  attend  our  meetings  and  say  our 
Prayers  and  offer  up  our  songs  of  praise, 
are  we  drawing  near  to  our  Father  in 
Heaven,  or  is  ours  just  common  lip  ser- 
vice. The  Lord  has  told  us  that  His  church, 
though  in  this  world  is  not  of  this  world. 
There  are  two  distinct  armies,  the  Church 
which  stands  for  truth  and  the  enemy,  the 
devil,  which  is  error.  That  enemy  is 
always  there  trying  to  tear  down  the  good 
we  are  trying  to  build  up.  Let  us  say  to- 
day, as  Joshua  of  old  said:  "I  know  not 
what  you  may  choose,  if  ye  do  not  wish  to 
serve  the  Lord,  choose  ye  other  gods,  after 
the  spirit  of  the  world  if  you  will,  but 
as  for  me  and  my  house  we  will  serve  the 
Lord."  When  we  are  of  service  to  our 
fellow  men  we  are  in  the  service  of  our 
Father  in  heaven,  for  He  has  said,  "In  as 
much  as  ye  have  done  it  unto  one  of  the 
least  of  these  my  brethren  ye  have  done  it 
unto  me." 

When  we  look  at  the  phrase  which  says. 
"Service  is  the  rent  we  pay  for  our  room 
on  earth,"  just  take  a  few  minutes,  and 
think,  how  much  are  you  in  arrears  with 
your  rent. 

Now  that  we  have  a  new  Mutual  Theme 
for  the  new  years  don't  let  us  forget  last 
year's  one,  but  let  us  combine  them,  the 
old  and  the  new  together.  Choose  you  this 
day  whom  ye  will  serve,  but  as  for  me  and 
my  house  we  will  serve  the  Lord,  then  -let 
us  add  the  new  theme  and  say,  if  we  will 
serve  the  Lord  we  must  be  an  example  of 
the  believers,  in  word,  in  conversation,  in 
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charity,  in  spirit,  in  faith,  in  purity.  This 
quotation  s  found  in  1st  Timothy  4:12-  Wc 
can  see  that  we  shall  have  to  watch  our- 
selves more  closely  and  keep  a  check  on 
ourselves.  The  eyes  of  the  world  have 
always  been  upon  us  because  we  are  a 
peculiar  people  and  they  are  always  wait- 
ing to  pounce  on  us  at  the  first  opportunity 
they  get.  Before  we  tell  anyone  that  we 
are  mormons  let  us  stop  first  and  think, 
are  we  an  asset  to  our  church,  do  we  set 
the  example  that  we  should,  and  by  telling 
that  person  we  are  a  Mormon,  are  we  giv- 
ing them  a  clearer  and  better  impression 
of  our  church  and  of  its  Principles  and 
Ordinances. 

There  is  an  old  oriental  Proverb  which 
says,  "The  reputation  of  a  thousand  years 
may  be  determined  by  the  conduct  of  one 
hour."  Sometimes  it  may  not  seem  to  be 
just  and  fair  for  such  short  intervals  to  be 
so  all-important  —  for  things  that  matter 
so  much  to  be  made  and  unmade  by  the  act 
of  one  moment,  or  for  the  labour  of  a  life 
to  be  laid  lown  by  one  ill-advised  hour.  It 
also  takes  months  to  build  a  house,  but  it 
only  takes  about  a  day  to  break  it  down. 
It  isn't  the  length  of  time  that  matters  so 
much,  as  what  goes  before  —  the  qualities, 
character,  habits  and  the  thinking  that 
precedes  our  performances. 

These  are  the  things  that  show  us  up. 
How  many  of  our  creeds  are  contradicted 
by  our  deeds-  Let  us  remember  that  one 
can  always  tell  a  man's  religion  by  the  way 
he  treats  his  body,  his  mind  and  his  soul. 

The  Mutual  organization  is  here  for  our 
benefit,  so  let  us  take  advantage  of  it,  at- 
tend its  meetings,  live  up  to  its  high  ideals, 
its  code  and  its  themes,  and  at  all  times  let 
us  be  an  example  of  the  believers,  in  word, 
in  conversation,  in  charity,  in  spirit,  in 
faith  and  in  purity.  With  all  these  things 
in  mind,  a  young  girl  prays: 

"Dear  Lord,  today  I  am  sixteen.  My  feet 
are  on  the  threshold  of  young  girlhood,  and 
the  road  of  life  lies  ahead,  clear  and  shin- 
ing. I  don't  ask  for  fame  and  fortune,  but 
only  for  the  things  that  really  count.  As  I 
journey  down  this  road  of  life,  I  want  to 
be  with  unfaltering  steps.  Help  me  to  keep 
from  wandering  on  little  paths  of  tempta- 
tion, because,  I  want  to  meet  the  challenges 
of  life  with  unfailing  courage  and  faith. 
Let  me  be  proud  and  unashamed  and  keep 


the  threads  of  my  life  from  becoming 
tangled  and  broken,  because,  when  I've 
reached  the  close  of  life  here  on  earth,  I 
want  it  to  be  like  the  close  of  another  day, 
peaceful  and  loved,  to  be  remembered  with 
pleasant  thoughts  and  kind  words. 

Help  me,  Dear  Lord,  to  keep  myself 
pure  and  untouched  for  the  man  I  will 
marry  some  day  and  for  the  children  I  will 
bear.  Give  me  the  knowledge  and  under- 
standing to  help  those  who  have  strayed 
and  fallen  by  the  wayside.  Give  me  faith 
in  the  finer  things  of  life  and  the  courage 
to  stand  by  my  ideals. 

All  these  things  I  ask  of  you,  for  I  know, 
alone  I  cannot  fight  the  temptation  life 
offers  me,  but  with  your  help  I  can  make 
my  life  worthwhile  and  my  happiness  com- 
plete." 

So  with  our  new  theme  in  mind  let  us 
examine  ourselves  each  night  and  see  if 
we  progressed  in  knowledge,  in  sympathy, 
in  helpfulness,  in  charity,  in  spirit  and  in 
faith,  at  the  end  of  each  day,  because: 

No  matter  what  else  we're  doing. 
From  cradle  days  through  to  the  end; 
We're  writing  our  life's  secret  story; 
Each  night  sees  another  page  pened- 
Each  month  ends  a  30  page  chapter, 
Each  year  means  the  end  of  a  part, 
And  never  an  act  mis-stated, 
Or  ever  one  wish  of  the  heart. 
Each  day  when  we  wake  the  book  opens. 
Revealing  a  page  clean  and  white, 
What    thoughts    and    words    and    what 

actions, 
Will  cover  its  surface  this  night- 
God  leaves  that  to  us,  we're  the  writers, 
And  never  one  word  shall  grow  dim, 
Will  some  day  we  write  the  word  finish, 
And  hand  our  life  book  back  to  him. 


GREATNESS 

Who  does  his  task  from  day  to  day 
And  meets  whatever  comes  his  way, 
Believing  God  has  willed  it  so, 
Has  found  true  greatness  here  below. 
Who  guards  his  past,  no  matter  where. 
Believing  God  must  need  him  there. 
Although  but  lowly  toil  it  be, 
Has  risen  to  nobility- 
For  great  or  low  there  is  but  one  test, 
Tis  that  each  man  shall  do  his  best. 
Who  works  with  all  the  strength  he  can. 
Can  never  die  in  debt  to  man- 
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DEPARTURES 


Elder    Casper 


Elder    Manning 


Elder   Crabtree 

Elders  Leon  B.  Casper,  Kay  Lee 
Crabtree,  Berton  E.  Johnson,  and  Don  W. 
Manning,  were  honourably  released  from 
their  missionary  labours  on  the  5th  of 
February.  Elder  Manning  embarked  from 
Cape  Town  on  the  Rhodesian  Castle,  and 
carried  with  him  those  precious  certificates, 
which,  when  signed  "Honourably  Re- 
leased" allows  elders  to  go  home  with  their 
heads  held  high.  Elders  Casper,  Crabtree 
and  Johnson  embarked  from  Durban  also 
on  the  Rhodesian  Castle  on  the  12th  of 
February-  May  they  enjoy  their  new 
"home"  for  the  next  few  weeks. 

Elder  Casper  has  laboured  in  Rosebank, 
Auckland  Park,  Southern  Suburbs,  Umtali, 
Florida,  where  he  served  as  Branch  Presi- 


Elder   Johnson 

dent  of  the  Krugersdorp  Branch,  and  his 
last  few  months  were  spent  in  the  Mission 
Office  where  he  laboured  as  Mission  Secre- 
tary. Elder  Crabtree  has  served  in  East 
London,  Port  Elizabeth,  Bloemfontein, 
Steurhof,  Southern  Suburbs,  Salisbury, 
where  he  served  as  Branch  President  and 
District  President  of  the  Salisbury  Branch 
and  District,  and  also  as  Supervising  elder. 
Elder  Johnson  has  served  in  Parktown 
North,  Johannesburg,  Germiston,  Luan- 
shya,  Milnerton,  Claremont,  and  Springs. 
Elder  Manning  has  served  in  Springs, 
Devil's  Peak,  Benoni,  Luanshya,  Ramah. 
where  he  served  as  Supervising  Elder  of 
the  Transvaal  District. 

(Continued  on  Page  42) 
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RELEASED 


ter  Theodora  Reinetta  Booysen  was 
honourably  release  from  her  Missionary 
duties  February  5th.  1953.  Sister  Booysen 
served  very  faithfully  as  Personal  Secre- 
tary of  the  Mission  President.  She  em- 
barked on  the  "Carnarvon  Castle,"  and 
had  a  few  days  pleasure  trip  before  arriv- 
ing home  in  East  London.  Sister  Booysen 
was  very  efficient  in  her  work,  and  capable 
of  the  many  duties  which  were  placed  be- 
fore her.  She  is  loved  by  all  who  met  her, 
and  is  especially  appreciated  by  those  who 
worked  with  her. 

The  sacrifice  Sister  Booysen  has  made 
and  the  contribution  of  faithfully  serving 
her  Maker  in  the  Mission  Field,  will  bring 
her  rich  dividends  in  the  life  to  come.  May 
the  Lord  bless  her  with  a  desire  to  continue 
to  serve  him  as  honourably  as  she  has  done 
in  the  past. 


DEPARTURES.— Cont. 

All  of  these  Elders  have  served  excep- 
tionally fine  missions  and  they  leave  many 
friends  here  in  Africa.  The  growth  in  the 
gospel  of  these  fine  men  has  been  outstand- 
ing, and  all  of  them  have  magnified  their 
callings  and  improved  their  talents.  They 
will  all  leave  behind  them  many  choice 
memories  with  both  members  and  mis- 
sioiaries-  May  the  Lord  bless  them  always, 
and  help  them  to  remain  faithful  to  their 
high  ideals  and  knowledge  and  testimony 
of  the  gospel. 


THANKS  BE  UNTO  YOU.— Cont. 
own  sons.  That  they  are  grateful  is  just 
a  slight  statement  compared  with  the  deep 
gratitude  that  is  written  within  their 
hearts.  One  cannot  put  into  words  the 
heartfelt  thanks  that  fills  ones  bosom  when 
he  is  given  love  and  kindness  and  a  home 
away  from  home. 

A  lot  of  times  they  forget  to  say  thanks. 
or  wash  the  bath  tub  out,  or  shut  the  door, 
or  wipe  their  feet,  or  many  of  the  little 
things  which  we  consider  human  weak- 
nesses. These  and  many  others  are  also 
the  faults  of  many  of  the  representatives 
of  our  Church,  but  above  all  of  these, 
they  trying  to  bring  to  the  rest  of  the 
people  here  in  Africa  the  principles  of  Mor- 
monism  and  if  we  accept  these  things  we 
will  all  be  able  to  overlook  these  weak- 
nesses. For  did  not  the  Lord  say  that  we 
were  to  forgive  those  who  trespassed 
against  us  until  seventy  times  seven.      He 


ARRIVALS 

Elder  George  Baugh  Everton  and  Sister 
Ellen  Nielson  Everton  arrived  Feruary 
26th,  aboard  the  "Cape  Town  Castle."  This 
fine  couple  hails  from  Logan  Utah,  and 
have  always  been  faithful  members  in  the 
church,  and  have  been  diligent  in  various 
offices  and  callings  in  their  Ward  and 
Stake.  They  have  been  assigned  to  labour 
in  the  Transvaal,  where  they  should  add 
much  to  the  Missionary  work  in  that 
District 


also  told  us  to  love  our  enemies  and  bless 
those  that  curse  us,  do  good  to  those  that 
hate  us,  and  pray  for  those  who  despite- 
fully  use  and  persecute  us.   (Matt.  6:44). 

And  so  friends  of  South  Africa  we  salute 
you  and  give  you  thanks  for  all  that  you 
have  done  for  us,  who  are  strangers  in  your 
land.  Many  of  us  feel  much  the  same  as 
Paul  when  he  wrote  to  the  Thessalonians: 
"We  give  thanks  to  God  always  for  you  all. 
making  mention  of  you  in  our  prayers.  Re- 
membering without  ceasing  your  work  of 
faith,  and  labour  of  love,  and  patience  of 
home  in  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  in  the  sight 
of  God  and  our  Father." 

Thanks  for  making  us  your  friends- 
Thanks  for  giving  us  the  worldly  pleasures 
and  embracing  the  teachings  of  our 
Prophet,  Seer,  and  Revelator.  Thank  you 
for  your  homes  which  you  have  opened  to 
us  and  thank  you  also  for  a  home  away 
from  home. 
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STATISTICS 


BIRTHS 

DARCEL  ANN  FRAZER  daughter,  was  born  to 
Ralph  and  Patricia  Sutton  Frazer,  on  the  24th 
January,  1953  at  Pretoria. 

LIONEL  ALBERT  CHAMBERLAIN,  son,  was 
born  to  Albert  and  Mavis  Doller  Chamberlain 
on  the  12th  February,  1953  at  Port  Elizabeth. 

BLESSINGS 

MARY  MAGDELINE  JOHNSON,  daughter  of 
Hendrik  and  Susanna  Jacobs  Johnson,  was 
blessed  on  the  25th  January,  1953  by  President 
Evan  P.  Wright  at  the  Springs  Branch. 

SUSAN  PEABODY  BOOTH,  daughter  of  Ernest 
and  Arline  Kehl  Booth,  was  blessed  on  the 
1st  February,  1953  by  Brother  Clarence  Jones 
at   Mowbray. 

BAPTISMS 

EILEEN  ANN  ANDERSON,  daughter  of 
Rudolph  and  Frances  Doller  Anderson,  was 
baptised  on  the  1st  February,  1953  by  Elder 
Veryle  Leavitt  and  confirmed  on  the  same  day 
by  John  H.  Everton  at  Port  Elizabeth. 

IRIS  JOYCE  ANDERSON,  daughter  of 
Rudolph  and  Frances  Doller  Anderson,  was 
baptised  on  the  1st  February,  1953  by  Elder 
Veryle  Leavitt  and  confirmed  on  the  same 
day  by  Clarence  R.  Doller  at  Port  Elizabeth. 

AUBREY  GILBERT  ANDERSON,  son  of 
Rudolph  and  Frances  Doller  Anderson,  was 
baptised  on  the  1st  February,  1953  by  Vincen 
Doller  and  confirmed  on  the  same  day  by 
Elder   Veryle   Leavitt   at   Port   Elizabeth. 


JOAN  SHELVER,  daughter  of  Alfred  and 
Suzanna  Nel  Shelver  was  baptised  on  the  25th 
January,  1953  by  Elder  Jack  Dahl  and  con- 
firmed on  the  same  day  by  Elder  Donald  M. 
Cole   at   Mowbray. 

JANET  MARIAN  KELBRICK,  daughter  of 
Wesley  and  Lilian  Rhoades  Kelbrick  was 
baptised  on  the  1st  February,  1953  by  Elder 
R  Glen  Sherwood  and  confirmed  on  the  same 
day  by  Elder  "R.  D.  Sampson  at  Bulawayo. 

JUNE  VICTORIA  MARIE  (MARITZ)  FROST, 
daughter  of  Franz  and  Eva  Johnson  Maritz 
was  baptised  and  confirmed  on  the  same  day, 
1st  February,  1953  by  Elder  R.  Glen  Sherwood, 
at  Bulawayo. 

DAVID  JOHN  NELL,  son  of  Stephanus  and 
Gwendoline  Trestrail  Nell,  was  baptised  on 
the  31st  January,  1953  by  Elder  Joseph  Koeven 
and  confirmed  on  the  1st  February  1953  by 
Elder  Lowell  D.  Wood,  at  Durban. 

IDA  MARION  (HUTSON)  BRAITHWAITE. 
was  baptised  on  the  15th  February,  1953  by 
Elder  Melvin  G.  Stockdale  and  confirmed  on 
the  same  day  by  Elder  Kenneth  A.  Sherman, 
at  Krugersdorp. 

MARRIAGES 

IRIS  McWILLIAMS,  was  married  to  Jan 
Adriaan  Hendrik  Falck  on  the  5th  January, 
1953  at  Fish  Hoek.  Cape. 

DEATHS 

GEORGE  ARTHUR  ATHERTON  DUNBAR. 
passed  away  on  the  4th  December,  1952  at 
Durban. 


EMIGRATION  .  .  . . 


VINCENT  AND  ERICA  BESWICK  GANTER, 
sailed  from  Cape  Town  on  the  "Bloemfontein 
Castle"  on  Saturday  24th  January,  1953,  for 
the  Eastern  Canadian  Mission  where  they  are 
planning    to   settle. 


ERNEST  AND  DAPHNE  (KEHL)  HIGGS,  with 
their  young  dauhgter  Arline.  sailed  from  Cape 
Town  on  the  "Athlone  Castle",  Friday  13th 
February,  1953  for  Salt  Lake  City  where  they 
plan  to  settle. 


TRANSFERS  . . .  . 


ELDER  DANIEL  A.  BUNDY,  was  transferred 
from  Gwelo,  Southern  Rhodesia  to  the  Trans- 
vaal, March  1st,  1953  to  labour  with  Elder 
•Charles  M.  Sessions. 

ELDER  RICHARD  D.  SAMPSON,  was  trans- 
ferred from  Bulawayo,  Southern'  Rhodesia  to 
the  Transvaal,  March  1st,  1953  to  labour  with 


Elder  Michael  J.  Clarke. 
ELDER  RICHARD  B.  MURRAY  was  transferred 
from  Benoni.  Transvaal  to  the  Mission  Office. 
Elder  Murray  arrived  at  Cape  Town  on  the 
4th  of  February  to  help  with  the  office  work 
and  to  further  proselyting  work  in  Cape 
Town. 
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EAST  LONDON  BRANCH 

Branch    President:    Elder    Wayne    J. 
Mendenhall,   52  Jarvis   Road,   Berea,   E.L. 

Reported  by  Mona  McCallum 

The  East  London  Branch  is  at  last  pull- 
ing up  its  socks.  1953  has  started  well  with 
our  little  branch.  Attendance  has  improved 
at  Sunday  School  and  Sacrament  Meetings 
and  we  pray  that  this  state  of  affairs  will 
continue  throughout  the  year. 

The  return  of  Sister  Theo.  Booysen  on 
the  10th  of  February,  after  serving  on  a 
mission  for  eight  months  in  Cape  Town, 
was  a  red  letter  day  for  East  London.  We 
were  all  happy  to  see  her  smiling  cheerful 
face  again  and  extremely  interested  to 
hear  her  report  delivered  at  the  Sacrament 
Service  of  the  15th  of  February.  We  were 
not  disappointed  either.  The  report  of  her 
mission  and  the  lovely  talk  Sister  Theo 
gave  us,  will  live  long  in  the  minds  of 
members.  It  was  a  great  source  of  inspira- 
tion to  us  and  evidence  of  the  many  bless- 
ings bestowed  upon  those  who  unselfishly 
give  up  their  time  to  the  service  of  the 
Lord.    Well  done  Theo  and  welcome  home. 

On  the  Saturday  following,  a  "Welcome 
Home"  party  was  a  great  success  and  quite 
different  from  previous  parties.  Sister 
Theo  had  new  bright  ideas  for  games  and 
the  Elders  revolutionized  our  ideas  of 
catering.  Instead  of  the  usual  minerals 
and  cakes,  we  had  baked  beans,  potato 
salad,  hamburgers,  savouries,  etc. 


After  being  dormant  for  a  long  time,  Re- 
lief Society  was  organized  in  our  Branch 
on  the  3rd  of  February.  We  have  lost  count 
of  the  number  of  times  Relief  Society  has 
been  started  here,  but  we  feel  sure  that 
this  time  it  is  going  to  be  successful.  Mem- 
bers are  keen  and  Sister  Jean  McGill,  who 
was  our  delegate  to  Convention,  most  en- 
thusiastic since  her  return.  She  has  been 
appointed  President  and  Sisters  T.  Booy- 
sen and  E.  Jubber  1st  and  2nd  Counsellors 
respectively-  We  feel  sure  Relief  Society 
has  started  well  this  time  under  their 
direction. 

After  being  alone  for  approximately 
three  weeks,  Elder  Mendenhall,  together 
with  members,  welcomed  the  arrival  of 
Elder  Byron  Y-  Low.  We  extend  to  him  a 
hearty  welcome  and  pray  that  he  will 
benefit  as  much  from  his  association  with 
us  as  we  know  we  will  benefit  from  asso- 
ciating with  this  fine  Elder. 

While  without  a  missionary  companion, 
Elder  Mendenhall  continued  to  hold  Cot- 
tage Meetings  amongst  investigators  ac- 
companied by  various  members.  The  East 
London  Branch  owed  its  good  start  this 
year  to  the  enthusiasm  and  diligence  of 
this  excellent  Elder  and  we  hope  he  will  be 
with  us  a  long  time. 

NOTICE.— Sunday  School  Services  are 
held  at  9.45  a.m.,  and  Sacrament  Meeting 
Services  are  held  at  7.15  p.m.  There  was 
an  error  concerning  these  times  in  the 
Februarv  issue  of  the  CS.M. 

BELLVILLE  BRANCH 

Branch    President:    Nicolaas    Goosei\ 

"Zerin,"  Van  Niekerk  Street,  Kingston 

Estate,  Bellville. 

Reported  by  La  Von  Halse 

Branch  Conference  was  held  on  the  1st 
of  February,  and  we  were  pleased  to  have 
the  Duncan  family  as  well  as  the  Mission 
and  District  Presidency  with  us-  A  Braai- 
vleis  and  Watermelon  Feast  was  held  at 
the  home  of  Brother  and  Sister  Halse,  for 
the  Epping  Garden  Sunday  School  on  the 
7th.  The  Bellville  Branch  members 
attended  and  everyone  enjoyed  themselves- 
The  Storey  family  is  on  their  annual 
vacation  at  the  Strand.  Brother  Eric 
Jakins  has  been  ill,  and  we  hope  and  pray 
that  he  will  soon  be  well  again.  The 
Auxiliaries  have  commenced. and  we  trust 
they  will  have  a  very  successful  year- 
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PRETORIA  BRANCH 

Branch  President:  Lionel  Bibb,  282  Preller 

Street,    Muckleneuk,    Pretoria. 

Reported  by  Sheila  Bibb 

The  Pretoria  Branch  Members  were  very 
happy  to  welcome  President  Duncan  at  a 
meeting  held  here  at  the  end  of  January. 
We  had  the  privilege  of  hearing  fine  talks 
from  both  Pres.  Duncan  and  President 
Wright.  We  are  also  happy  to  welcome  a 
new-comer  to  the  branch,  in  the  person  of 
Darcel  Ann  Frazer  who  arrived  the  24th 
of  January.  The  proud  parents  are  Brother 
and  Sister  Ralfer  Frazer. 

SALISBURY  BRANCH 

Branch  President:  Elder  Donald  D.  Salmon, 

17  Van  Praag  Avenue,  S.R. 

Reported  by  Elder  Thomas  E.  Smith 

The  Salisbury  Branch  members  were 
very  happy  to  have  our  new  Mission  Presi- 
dent with  us  in  this  city  for  several  days 
this  past  month.  It  was  an  inspirational 
and  uplifting  experience  to  hear  President 
Duncan  give  us  words  of  advice  and  en- 
couragement at  our  District  Conference. 
This  was  certainly  the  highlight  of  the 
month  for  all  of  us  here  in  Salisbury. 

We  were  very  sorry  that  some  of  the 
members  in  the  out-lying  district  were  un- 
able to  attend  the  Conference.  The  old 
weatherman  has  just  brought  too  much 
moisture  for  our  Rhodesian  roads. 

We  were  sorry  to  see  Elder  Low's  de- 
parture but  we  pray  that  he  will  continue 
to  enjoy  his  labours  down  on  the  coast.  We 
welcome  Elder  Smith  into  our  midst  and 
hope  that  he  will  be  happy  in  his  stay  in 
Salisbury. 

MOWBRAY  BRANCH 

Branch  President:  Brother  Daniel  Cherrett, 

14  Serpentine,  Pinelands. 

Reported  by  Beatrice  E.  Smith 

The  new  season's  activities  began  well 
with  a  games  evening  given  by  the  M.I.A. 
on  27th  January.  Brother  Andy  Fourie 
was  master  of  ceremonies,  and  kept  every- 
body up  to  scratch — especially  in  the  draw- 
ing competition.  We  have  a  few  (just  a 
few)  artists  in  our  midst.  After  our  exer- 
tions were  over,  refreshments  were  served 
to  restore  energies,  and  then  gifts  were  pre- 


sented to  Elder  Casper  and  lady  mission- 
aries who  were  so  soon  to  leave  the  Cape. 
With  Sister  Booysen  and  Elder  Casper  go 
our  earnest  wishes  that  they  may  carry  on 
with  the  "good  work"  in  their  home 
centres,  and  to  Sister  Wande  we  wish  a 
happy  holiday  with  her  family  until  she 
returns  to  take  up  another  job  in  our  city. 

A  welcoming  hand  is  extended  to  Sister 
Alma  Schroeder  who  has  come  from  the 
Transvaal,  to  serve  a  mission  here. 

Elder  Manning  was  in  time  to  join  in  our 
games  evening.  We  trust  that  he  too  will 
have  a  pleasant  voyage  home,  and  with 
happy  memories  of  a  mission  well  filled  in 
the  Union. 

It  is  good  to  see  Presidents  Wright  and 
Duncan  back  after  their  visit  to  the  Free 
State  and  Transvaal. 

Welcome  home  to  Stanford  Park,  who 
has  been  away  to  Rhodesia  for  a  holiday. 

Our  sincere  sympathies  are  extended  to 
Sister  Jones,  who  has  had  news  of  the  sud- 
den death  of  her  father.  We  know  that  she 
will  find  comfort  in  the  knowledge  of  the 
reunion  with  loved  ones  when  partings 
will  be  no  more. 

We  are  very  glad  to  see  Miss  Jill  Welch 
back  at  our  meetings  after  her  absence  on 
the  long  summer  vacation. 

A  farewell  party  was  given  to  the  Higgs 
family  by  their  friends  of  the  M.I.A.  We 
have  to  thank  Sister  Clarissa  Bibb  for 
allowing  us  to  hold  this  party  at  her  home. 
The  games  were  varied  and  hilarious,  and 
we  all  did  full  justice  to  the  refreshments. 

Branch  Conference  was  held  on  the  8th, 
and  a  very  pleasant  and  spiritual  day  it 
was.  The  first  session,  which  was  mainly 
for  the  officers  and  teachers,  was  fairly 
well  attended  and  those  present  derived 
benefit  from  the  talks  given.  During  the 
second  session,  Brother  Sam  Rayner  ren- 
dered Beethoven's  Largetto  as  an  organ 
solo.  The  talks  were  most  interesting.  At 
the  evening  session,  Mrs.  Geldenhuis  sang 
the  song  "O  Divine  Redeemer,"  and  the 
choir  "Lift  Up  Your  Heads,  O  Ye  Gates." 
The  speakers  were  Sister  Duncan  and 
President  Wright,  from  both  of  whom  we 
heard  very  fine  talks. 

President  Duncan  is  at  present  touring 
the  Mission.    We  miss  him  at  Cumorah. 

We  have  had  to  say  "good-bye  for  a 
while"  to  Brother  Thomas  Wilson,  who  is 
visiting  at  Port  Elizabeth.  We  trust  that 
this  change  will  do  him  the  world  of  good. 

President  and  Sister  Wright  and  family 
are  staying  at  Rondebosch    for    the    time 
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being.  We  feel  privileged  that  they  are 
spending  this  extra  time  so  close  at  hand, 
for  it  gives  us  the  opportunity  of  having 
them  in  our  midst  for  a  little  "borrowed 
time." 

The  auxiliaries  opened  with  a  swing  dur- 
ing the  month.  If  the  openings  are  any 
criterion,  we  should  be  in  for  a  grand  social 
time  this  year. 

The  first  to  open  was  the  M.I. A.  Sister 
Signe  Smith  and  Brother  Gordon  Ter- 
blanche  arranged  that  this  should  be  a 
Valentine's  programme.  At  the  same  time 
it  was  a  farewell  for  Brother  Eddie  and 
Sister  Daphne  Higgs.  We  shall  miss  this 
young  couple  at  "Cumorah,"  for  they  have 
always  been  prime  movers  in  all  of  our 
social  functions.  The  hall  was  tastefully 
decorated  with  an  array  of  hearts  and 
flowers — the  traditional  trimmings  for 
Valentine's  Day. 

The  Relief  Society's  opening  social  was 
held  on  the  12th.  It  was  good  to  see  so 
many  young  people  out  to  enjoy  the  fun  of 
the  evening.  It  was  also  encouraging  to 
observe  that  a  few  of  the  younger  Sisters 
came  out  to  enjoy  the  entertainment,  and 
we  hope  that  they  will  continue  to  attend, 
as  the  programme  has  been  drawn  up  with 
a  view  to  assisting  the  women  of  all  ages. 

We  are  sorry  to  hear  that  Sister  Zoraida 
Williams'  husband  has  injured  his  back 
and  we  hope  that  he  will  soon  be  well 
again.  Another  of  our  members  who  has 
been  on  the  sick  list  is  Sister  La  Verne  Park. 
We  pray  that  she  and  all  others  who  have 
been  unable  to  be  with  on  account  of  ill- 
ness may  soon  be  restored  to  good  health. 

All  of  our  Auxiliaries  are  now  going  with 
a  swing,  and  we  look  forward  to  great  and 
lasting  results  from  the  work  that  is  being 
put  into  the  year's  activities.  The  last  to 
open  with  a  social  was  the  Primary,  who 
had  their  party  on  the  18th.  There  is  no 
doubt  that  the  little  ones  know  how  to  en- 
joy themselves  at  any  function,  and  we  feel 
sure  that  they  are  going  to  receive  much 
from  their  attendance  at  the  meetings. 

Sister  Zinn  and  Maureen  have  gone  to 
Durban  for  a  short  while.  They  are  stay- 
ing with  Leonora. 

On  the  23rd,  we  bade  "Good-bye"  to 
Brother  Dick  Ninow,  who  has  gone  to 
Johannesburg.  We  wish  him  luck  in  his 
new  venture. 

President  Wright  was  the  speaker  at 
Sacrament  Meeting  on  the  22nd,  and  all 
enjoyed  his  history  of  the  "Three  Wit- 
nesses to  the  Book  of  Mormon." 


BLOEMFONTEIN  BRANCH 

Branch  President:  Elder  Ronald  B.  Clark. 

24  John  Knox  St.,  Haldon,  Bfn. 

Reported  by  Barbara  Wrench 

The  beginning  or  February  saw  the  open- 
ing of  our  Branch  Auxiliaries  once  more. 
The  children  were  all  very  thrilled  at  being 
able  to  attend  Primary,  and  Relief  Society 
members  were  glad  for  the  opportunity  to 
get  together  again. 

Sister  Minnie  Berge  and  her  family  re- 
turned from  their  holiday  in  Cape  Town 
and  we  are  very  glad  to  have  them  back, 
although  Sister  Berge  is  now  spending  a 
few  days  in  Johannesburg  visiting. 

During  the  month  "Grannie"  Van 
Rooyen  and  her  daughter-in-law,  spent  a 
few  weeks  in  Johannesburg  and  had  a  very 
enjoyable  time.  Though  we  know  that 
they  needed  the  rest  we  are  glad  to  have 
them  back. 

Brother  C  B.  Spear  spent  a  few  days  in 
Bloemfontein  during  the  month  and  it  was 
easy  to  see  that  he  enjoyed  being  back  in 
his  old  stamping  grounds- 

A  social  was  held  on  the  12th  at  the  home 
of  Sister  Daubney.  A  good  time  was  had 
by  all. 

Sister  Kathleen  Fry  has  been  in  bed  with 
influenza  but  we  are  glad  to  report  that  she 
is  now  up,  although  her  voice  has  not  quite 
returned.  We  hope  that  she  will  soon  be 
fully  recovered. 

LUANSHYA  BRANCH 

Branch    President:     Brother     Douglas    E. 

Charsley,   130  E  Avenue,  Luanshya,  N.R. 

Reported  by  Jeanne  Charsley 

Brother  Ernest  Terblanche  spent  some 
time  in  the  hospital  this  month.  He  is  still 
recuperating  after  a  bout  of  bronchitis.  We 
hope  to  see  him  quite  well  soon. 

We  were  very  sorry  to  say  goodbye  to 
Elders  Gordon  Cooper  and  Grant  Olson.  A 
goodly  number  of  saints  and  friends  turned 
out  to  the  "Braaivleis  and  Party"  held  in 
their  honour.  A  happy  evening  was  en- 
joyed by  all  present.  Many  of  us  will 
treasure  happy  memories  of  our  associa- 
tions with  these  two  young  men. 

Our  Sunday  School  Superintendent, 
Brother  Ronald  Roux,  and  his  family  are 
now  vacationing  down  South. 

It  gave  us  very  great  pleasure  to  wel- 
come to  Northern  Rhodesia  our  new  Mis- 
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sion  President.  On  the  day  of  his  arrival, 
the  welcoming  committee  arranged  them- 
selves in  a  straight  line  at  the  Ndola  aero- 
drome; as  he  alighted  from  the  plane  Presi- 
dent Duncan  had  to  decide  which  of  the 
people  present  were  "Mormons."  With 
unerring  judgment  and  a  smile  you  could 
see  a  mile,  he  came  striding  up  to  the  group 
of  people  he  had  never  seen  in  his  life 
before! 

On  behalf  of  all  the  members  in  Northern 
Rhodesia  we  wish  to  welcome  President 
and  Sister  Duncan  and  their  family  to 
Africa.  May  the  Lord  bless  them  in  their 
labours  and  associations  in  this  country. 

SPRINGS  BRANCH 

Branch  President:  Reaford  Futter,  65  8th 

Street,  Springs. 

Reported  by  Mavis  E.  Louw 

Congratulations  to  the  bowlers  of  our 
branch,  Sister  Armstrong  and  her  husband 
and  Mrs.  Hugo  the  wife  of  Brother  Hugo 
on  the  prizes  they  won  in  East  Oagga  club 
competitions. 

Brother  and  Sister  Troskie  and  Marylin 
have  returned  from  a  well  earned  holiday 
at  Doonside.  Brother  Troskie  took  a  bite 
at  a  whale  to  get  in  first,  and  the  conse- 
quence was  that  the  whale  got  away  with 
a  new  set  of  teeth. 

Sister  Lilian  Gadd  and  children  Jennifer 
and  Alice  have  returned  from  their  vaca- 
tion at  Plettenburg  Bay.  We  hope  these 
people  have  all  benefitted  from  holidays  at 
the  coast. 

We  are  glad  to  have  Sister  Salome 
Campbell  home  again  after  her  operation, 
and  we  sincerely  pray  that  she  will  soon 
have  her  normal  health  restored  to  her. 

A  beetle  drive  sponsored  by  the  primary 
was  enjoyed  by  the  few  that  attended. 
Raymond  Phillips  was  determined  to  win 
the  first  prize  and  brought  a  few  beetles 
with  him.  Ewalt  was  satisfied  with  the 
booby  prize,  being  the  youngest  com- 
petitor. 

The  District  Presidency  visited  Springs 
on  the  22nd  after  visiting  Ramah  and 
Vereeniging  branches  during  the  day.  They 
were  accompanied  by  Sister  Lilian  Perreira 
of  Ramah  Mutual.  We  seem  to  have  tem- 
porary missionaries  these  days,  so  tem- 
porary that  they  stay  just  a  few  days, 
Elder  Hansen  is  amongst  the  latest. 

We  are  sorry  to  hear  that  Elder  Murray 
had  to  leave  on  account  of  ill  health,  and 


pray  that  the  Lord  will  bless  him  and  make 
him  well  soon. 

DURBAN   BRANCH 

Branch  President:  Elder  Lowell  D.  Wood, 

21  Bulwer  Road,  Durban. 

Reported  by  Joyce  Wahlburn 

On  the  7th  January  the  M.I.A.  held  a 
jumble  sale  to  swell  their  funds  and  help 
cover  the  cost  of  their  new  year's  manuals. 

A  Branch  cake  sale  was  held  on  the  13th 
January,  1953,  in  the  Jimmy  Green  Gar- 
dens— the  proceeds  of  which  will  go  for  the 
Branch  Reunion  Dinner  Dance  scheduled 
for  the  3rd  March. 

The  members  of  the  Mutual  spent  a 
lovely  day  at  Albert  Falls  as  the  guests  of 
Roy  Carlson  on  the  24th  January. 

The  first  Sacrament  meeting  in  February 
was  under  the  direction  of  the  M.I.A.  Ex- 
cellent talks  on  topics  pertaining  to  the 
M.I.A.  were  given  by  Sister  Lavinia  Bosse 
and  Elder  Lowell  Wood,  and  a  very  lovely 
duet  was  sung  by  Sister  Lavinia  and  Elder 
Birks.  The  programme  was  under  the 
direction  of  Sister  Joyce  Wahlburn. 

We  were  very  glad  to  make  the  acquain- 
tance of  Elders  Crabtree,  Casper,  Johnson, 
and  Manning,  during  their  brief  stay  en 
route  to  the  United  States. 

It  was  indeed  a  pleasure  to  have  Brother 
Deryck  Vice  of  Krugersdorp  with  us  dur- 
ing his  annual  leave.  His  smiling  face  and 
willing  spirit  is  a  welcome  sight  to  us  each 
year. 

Brother  Louis  Duncan  has  burst  three 
buttons  off  his  vest  since  the  arrival  of 
lovely  little  Felicia  Mickel  Duncan  who 
first  saw  the  light  of  day  on  the  20th 
January,  1953.  Just  as  proud  of  course  is 
Sister  Duncan.  Congratulations  to  you 
both. 

RAMAH  BRANCH 

Branch   President:    Norman   G.   Muir,   119 

Kitchener  Avenue,  Bez  Valley, 

Johannesburg. 

Reported  by  Sister  Mary  Millan  Stark 

The  Mutual  Improvement  Association 
have  begun  a  year  of  activity  by  holding  a 
"Watermelon  Bust"  at  the  Kensington 
Lake,  a  Valentine  Party,  and  a  theatre 
night.  A  farewell  dinner  and  ©uting  for 
Sister  Hilda  Wallace,  who  has  left  on  an 
overseas  trip,  was  organised  at  Ramah  by 
the  Gospel  Message  Class  of  the  Sunday 
School. 
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To  atone  for  the  loss  of  Sister  Hilda  the 
Church  members  were  happy  to  welcome 
her  mother  and  her  sisters,  Gloria  and 
Olive,  into  Church  membership  when  they 
were  baptized  on  the  15th  of  February.  On 
the  same  day  Mrs.  Braithwaite  from 
Krugersdorp  also  became  a  member  and 
the  hand  of  fellowship  is  extended  to  these 
sincere  ladies. 

The  Mutual  combined  their  presentation 
of  the  Sunday  School  evening  service  with 
a  farewell  address  to  Sister  Thelma  Ninow, 
who  has  now  left  for  Salt  Lake  City.  With 
poems  and  reading  the  Mutual  members 
enlarged  on  the  Mutual  theme  for  the 
year,  and  Branch  Pi-esident  Brother  Muir 
paid  tribute  and  bade  farewell  to  Sister 
Thelma  on  behalf  of  the  Branch,  wishing 
her  success  and  happiness  in  her  new  life. 
The  branch  regrets  having  to  see  Sister 
Thelma  leave  as  she  has  been  a  staunch 
worker  in  almost  every  auxiliary  and  until 
her  departure  she  held  the  office  of  assis- 
tant to  the  branch  clerk.  At  a  social  the 
members  presented  Sister  Thelma  a  little 
gift  as  a  memento  of  gratitude  for  all  her 
unselfish  efforts  in  the  Church  work. 

Congratulations  to  Brother  and  Sister 
Stockdale  on  the  birth  of  a  daughter,  who 
was    named   Kathleen,    and   we    are    sure 


Sisterd  MacAdams  is  thrilled  to  have 
another   grand-daughter. 

The  Transvaal  District  members  were 
happy  and  honoured  to  have  the  oppor- 
tunity of  meeting  President  Duncan  who, 
accompanied  by  President  Wright,  spent 
many  busy  days  visiting  the  branches  and 
the  missionaries  this  month. 

Congratulations  and  best  wishes  for  a 
happy  future  are  offered  to  Brother 
Andrew  Louw  and  his  bride,  Mary  Ann 
Taylor  and  to  Brother  Hans  Rhode  and  his 
bride,  Sister  Toye  Sorenson.  The  former 
couple  have  left  for  a  month's  honeymoon 
and  we  look  forward  to  having  their  asso- 
ciation with  the  members  on  their  return. 
The  bride  of  Brother  Hans  arrived  in 
South  Africa  from  Denmark  after  a  stormy 
voyage  and  the  members  of  Ramah  all 
welcome  her  in  our  midst.  Sister  Tove  has 
always  been  an  active  member  of  the 
Church  in  Denmark  and  has  held  the  office 
of  the  President  of  the  M.I.A.  in  Copen- 
hagen. The  branch  will  be  the  richer  for 
the  association  of  this  fine  young  couple. 

Ramah  has  not  seemed  the  same  since 
Sister  Matthews  and  her  daughter,  Nola, 
left  to  go  on  tour  with  the  overseas  Panto- 
mime Company  and  all  her  freinds  wish 
her  continued  success. 


POEM 

I  knelt  to  pray  when  day  was  done, 
And  prayed,  "O  Lord,  bless  everyone; 
Lift  from  each  saddened  heart  the  pain; 
And  let  the  sick  be  well  again." 
And  then  I  woke  another  day, 
And  carelessly  went  on  my  way; 
The  whole  day  long  I  did  not  try 
To  wipe  a  tear  from  any  eye. 
1  did  not  try  to  share  the  load, 
Of  any  brother  on  the  road; 
I  did  not  even  go  to  see 
The  sick  man,  just  next  door  to  me. 
Yet  once  again  when  day  was  done 
I  prayed,  "O,  Lord,  bless  everyone, 
But  as  I  prayed,  into  my  ear 
There  came  a  voice  that  whispered  clear; 
"Pause  now,  my  son,  before  you  pray, 
Whom  have  you  tried  to  bless  today? 
God's  sweetest  blessings  always  go, 
By  hands  that  serve  him  here  below." 
And  then  I  hid  my  face  and  cried, 
"Forgive  me,  God,  I  have  not  tried; 
Let  me  but  live  another  day, 
And  I  will  live  the  way  I  pray." 
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